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Justices Network Prisoners about Human Rights Situation in Prisons Reformatories & Detention Centers in Iraq

JNP Annual Report Executive Summary 2022

This report is the seventh annual report of the Justice Network for
Prisoners, which covers the duration between the beginning of 2022 and
until mid-December 2022. (12) Organizations participated in the prepara-
tion of this report, and field visits were conducted to (30) sites, including
prisons and reformatories for adults, women and juveniles are distributed
in northern, central and southern Iraq, with at least two visits to each pris-
on or reformatory. A special online form was used to collect information
and data that includes (106 questions) on all the subjects mentioned in the
document (United Nations Standard Minimum Rules) in treatment with the
.prisoners known as the Mandela Rules

The information was collected from various sources to ensure its authentic-
ity, which is the direct meetings with the prisoners, as well as the prisoners’
families and their lawyers. Visits were made to the Public Prosecution De-
partments and prison administrations. Parliament, follow-up of the press
and the reports of the authorities concerned with the management of pris-
ons and reformatories, as well as studies and research conducted by local
organizations, as well as our studies and research, in which the Justice Net-
work for Prisoners, conducted on the rights of prisoners over the past years,
.in order to ensure the validity of data and information

And that this report and other reports are a field follow-up to the human
rights situation in prisons and reformatories in Iraq, regarding which many
international recommendations were received from the Human Rights
Council in the years 2010, 2014 and 2019, and we, as the Justice Network,
have singled out the recommendations that are related to the rights of pris-
oners and detainees and what is related to the judiciary in order to exercise
our supervision mission on the international recommendations that Iraq
committed itself to through the three universal periodic review reports re-
ferred to, and also Iraq’s implementation of the national plans for human
.rights in the past years

This report contains a detailed review of the human rights situation on one
hand, and it also includes a summary of the observations, as well as the
most important and prominent observations and recommendations to each
of the three authorities in Iraq and their details on the other hand. The sum-
.mary is written in three languages, Arabic, Kurdish and English
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Summary of outcomes of visits made by Justice Network for Prisoners

member organizations to 30 prisons and reformatories in Iraq and Kurdistan

Region in 13 Governorates for the period between January 1, to December 15, 2022

Introduction
Dear reader...

This report, is the seventh annual report within our project with the Norwegian People’s
Aid Organization, which began in 2016 and continues until the end of 2023. It was pre-
pared by a group of member organizations in the Justice Network for Prisoners in the
duration between January, 1%, 2022 And until December, 15%, 2022. On 30 sites in the
various governorates of Iraq from the north to the south, with at least two visits to each
site and in different periods, in order to transfer the image of the human rights reality of
the convicts and detainees in Iraq.

JNP realizes that it is not the only entity that monitors prisons and correctional facilities
in Irag, however, it is the only network that has specialized in the field of monitoring pris-
ons and conveying the reality of humanitarian and legal conditions with all honesty and
impartiality. INP has referred to the positive points in our reports before talking about the
negative points, and we have also contributed to solving the problems and requirements
that we can participate in solving them within the capabilities of Justice Network for Pris-
oners and its member organizations. JNP does not aim to expose and overthrow, but rath-
er it contributes to diagnosing errors and deficiencies and help solve some of them.

JNP has begun to monitor, and document human rights conditions in prisons, reformato-
ries and detention centers since its establishment in April 2007 until today to the United
Nations by the Iragi Ministry of Human Rights, as well as our activities with the judiciary,
the legislative authority, and ministries related to Iraq in the prison file attest our impar-
tiality in preparing reports, studies and research on relevant laws.

In addition, the response of the three authorities in Iraq and the Kurdistan Region to the
content of JNP’s reports motivates us to exert more efforts and be more careful in the ac-
curacy of the information and proposals that would improve the conditions of the rights
of the prisoners and detainees in Iraq.

Perhaps what increases JNP’s pride in our position with the authorities in Iraq and the
good relationship that is based on building trust for more cooperation and solidarity in
order to solve problems in prisons and reformatories is the acceptance of the Iraqgi Minis-
try of Justice and the Office of the Coordinator of International Recommendations in the
Kurdistan Regional Government of Iraq to help non-governmental organizations to orga-
nize the conference to launch the national plan for human rights in Iraqg on May 6™, 2021
in Sulaymaniyah, and JNP had a prominent role in organizing and funding this conference.




Seventh Annual Report of Justices Network Prisoners about Human Rights Situation in Prisons Reformatories & Detention Centers in Iraq

Dear readetr...

When you read through this report, you will find that we focus on two main files:

The first file - conveying the reality of human rights conditions in prisons, reformatories, deten-
tion centers, and transfer centers in Irag, and our criterion in describing them is the standard
minimum rules for dealing with the prisoners called the Mandela Rules, which were recom-
mended at the first United Nations Conference on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment
of Criminals held in Geneva in 1955 It was approved by the Economic and Social Council in its
resolutions 663 C (XXIV) of July 31%t, 1957 and 2076 (XII) of May 13*", 1977, and it is the lowest
level of rights and freedoms that must be guaranteed in prisons, reformatories, and detention
centers. Likewise, the rights and freedoms stipulated in the Iragi Constitution of 2005 and the
laws, regulations, and instructions in force in Iraq and the Kurdistan Region of Iraq.

The second file- is the follow-up of judicial decisions related to the prison file and the extent
of their conformity with international agreements on international standards for guarantees
of fair trials, which were contained in many international documents approved by the United
Nations General Assembly, as well as what was stated in the Iragi constitution of 2005 and the
laws in force in Irag. And these two files were mentioned in all our annual reports for the years
(2016 to 2021), and we will mention them in our reports for the coming years as well.

This report is part of the activities of the Justice Network for Prisoners in Iraq within the project
(Improving the Human Rights Situations of Prisoners and Detainees in Iraq) (IHRSPDI), which
has been funded by the Norwegian People’s Aid Organization since (2016), and the background
of this project is based on the recommendations The international recommendations issued by
the Human Rights Council on the eleventh of November 2019 in Switzerland / Geneva, which
amounted to (298) recommendations and what they overturned from the recommendations
of the Human Rights Council in the years 2010 and 2014.

It is unfortunate that the international recommendations regarding the bad conditions of Iraq
are increasing, as the number of recommendations was in 2010 176 recommendations, and it
increased in 2014 until it reached 229 recommendations, and in 2019 it reached 298. Recom-
mendation the indicator, as noted, is ascending. This means, in one way or another, the failure
of the authorities in Iraq to improve human rights conditions in Irag in accordance with the
increase in the number of international recommendations. It should be noted that this report
is a summary of the field reports in the first place, and after that the validity of the informa-
tion was confirmed from other sources referred to in this report. The report also addresses,
as a kind of comparison, the human rights conditions in prisons and reformatories in Iraq for
the current year 2022. In the past years, in which recommendations have been repeated. This
year, we have chosen thirty sites, of which 16 are reformatories and 14 prisons, 12 of them are
for adult males, five are for women only, seven are for juveniles only, and six sites have joint
administrations, i.e. INP monitors sites from the various agencies that manage the prison sites,
17 sites affiliated with the Ministry of Justice, four sites affiliated with the Ministry of Interior,
and nine sites affiliated with the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs.

JNP confirms that all the information presented in this report was obtained and collected from
reliable sources, and the network bears full responsibility for its incorrectness.
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Positive facts recorded during JNP monitoring visit

1-  100% of the sites (30 sites) were visited by local and international organizations.

2- At a rate of 100%, all sites are keeping systematic registries in which all information
recorded prisoners and detainees.

3- Ingeneral, all female’s prisons (which are 7 prisons and reformatories) are managed by
women’s staff.

4- No case was recorded of people being in prisons and reformatories without judicial
warrants.

5-  Arduous labor is not imposed on prisoners in Iraq in all 30 sites according to the results
of the monitoring visits, however according to the Iraqi Law, the prisoner is obliged to
clean their special space.ln 90% of sites (27 prisons) there are traditional categorization
of inhabitants, i.e. males and females, adults and juveniles, and convicted from detain-
ees.

6- There are both direct monitoring by the prison management and security staff, and
cameras in 100% of sites.

7-  100% of prison administrations in all sites provide the three basic meals.

8- There are primary health services in 100% of prisons and correctional facilities.

9-  all prisoners undergo clinical examinations before entering the prisons and reformato-
ries in all sites with rate of 100%.

10-  Any kind of physical torture are not practiced in 100% of the sites (30 sites).

11-  Handcuffs and restraints are not used on 100% of the sites (30 sites).

12-  No solitary confinement was recorded in all sites (30 sites).

13-  Rules and instructions are 100% clear for all prisoners in all sites.

14-  Religious rites are 100% allowed in prisons.

15-  There are special rules and regulations understandable issued by the General Direc-
torates of the prisons regarding the health, education, visits management, and security
aspects in the prison administrations in all sites.

16-  All prison sites in the central government are governed by the Ministry of Justice.

17-  Visits of family and friends are allowed in prisons.

18-  Some prisons in Kurdistan-lraq are assisting in legal (by Shari’a) seclusion.

19- There is an application of the system of privileges and rewards in correctional facilities
in Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG).

20- The procedures for mandating a lawyer and meeting the prisoner are 100% easy.

21-  Prisons and correctional facilities are subject to internal and external inspections on
regular basis at a rate of 100%.
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Suggested notes to be considered:

1- Administrative dependency: prisons still suffer from administrative dependency between the
Iragi Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs in Kurdistan region, and the Min-
istries of Interior in both the central government and the regional government.

2- Overcrowded Area: which has become a frequent phenomenon for years, and continues to
be a problem in 63% of the locations. The population exceeds the absorptive capacity of most
prisons, and some of them reach three to four times their capacity. The delay in investigations
and trials is one of the most distinctive causes of overcrowding in prisons and reformatories.

3- The Buildings: 63% of the buildings are unfit to be reformatories or prison institutions, either
because the buildings and their infrastructure are old, or because they are not designed for this
purpose in the first place.

4- General Prosecution Departments: They are not found in 66% of the sites, and there are no
Human Rights offices in 44% of them.

5- Hygiene and bathing facilities: 67% of the sites are unable to provide Hygiene materials.

6- Spaces: Prison space (estimated at two square meters per prisoner) 69% of the sites are not
providing enough spaces for the prisoners.

7- Green spaces: 76% of the sites are not able to provide them.
8- Beds: blankets and sleeping supplies: 60% of the sites are not able to provide them.

9- People with special needs: 100% of the sites are none-able to provide special facilities for
their cases, such as beds, bathrooms and dining places.

10- The level of productivity: It is extremely low in all of the reformatories, in which it is ob-
served that there are no ateliers of productivity with a rat of 100%

11-Income generating projects: 100% of prison sites cannot provide job opportunities for pris-
oners and do not implement income-generating projects.

11. Job Opportunities: All the targeted locations, 100% of the prison sites, cannot provide job
opportunities for prisoners and do not implement income generating projects.

12- Security of sites: 50% of prison sites are considered unsafe because they are in the middle of
or close to residential neighborhoods or surrounded by high buildings.

13- Meals: 100% of the sites do not impose contracts on caterers that are appropriate in terms
of calories and nutritional values. 79% of the sites do not have dining facilities, and food supply
contracts do not have a reference for meals for people with ilinesses.

14- Entertainment means: 70% of prison sites cannot implement recreational programs (cultur-
al, sports, artistic, and literary activities).

15- Health services: Prisons and reformatories suffer from the lack of necessary health services.
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27% of the sites do not have health centers. 80% do not have specialized doctors. And 89% suf-
fer from a lack of medicines, medical supplies and treatments for chronic diseases. While 100%
of the prison sites do not have women’s medical services to treat cases of bleeding, birth, care
for pregnant women, abortions, minor operations for common women’s cases, medicines and
supplies for gynecological diseases, and cannot also provide children’s medicines in 100% of the
sites.

16- Addiction rehabilitation programs: there are no advanced treatment programs in 100% of
prison sites.

17- Sodomy and prostitution: there are no proper programs for the deal with those involved in
sodomy and prostitution in 100% of the sites.

18- Epidemiological and transmissible diseases: although the prison sites recorded 83% of skin
allergies, 40% of cases of scabies, 40% of Corona, and large percentages of respiratory and uri-
nary tract diseases and others.

19- Corona pandemic: Corona cases were recorded in 40% of prison locations.
20- Sport activities: 41% of the sites do not have sport yards and suitable yards for sunbathing.

21- Classification: Categorical classification is not applied according to international standards
which are the Mandela Rules in 100% of the sites, however they are classified according to old
and traditional terms.

22- Ventilation, insolation and air conditioning problems: which prison administrations suffer
from in 70% of the locations.

23- Beds, blankets and other sleeping necessities: 54% of sites suffer from lack of availability.
24- Dress Code: Uniforms for categories of prisoners are not provided by 54% of prisons.

25- Children’s needs: 100% of sites cannot provide children’s needs (milk - clothes - toys - dia-
pers - powders).

26- Study and Education: 43% of prisons have lack of primary education, 100% of them cannot
provide or facilitate subjects for secondary and university studies, and 67% of the sites suffer
from the provision of appropriate libraries.

27- Females’ categorization: Juvenile girls are placed with mature women in a number of loca-
tions, and this causes significant problems to them.

28- Social & Psychological case-workers: there are a severe low numbers of social workers ac-
cording to the number of prisoners in all sites at a rate of 100% 29- Verbal violence and psycho-
logical torture: It is recorded in 100% of the sites.

30- Torture cases: There were allegations by prisoners, families or lawyers, as well as the Public
Prosecutors that a large percentage of them were being tortured in various means during the
period of detention, or investigation period, and many of them have been confirmed, however,
the delay in sending those subjected to torture to the medical committees prevents most of the
crimes from being documented
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31- Suicide attempts: Suicide or attempted suicide cases were recorded in 13% of the prisons,
while the threatening to commit suicide was noted in most of the sites.

32- Keeping belongings and personal deposits: 93% of prison departments cannot provide plac-
es for storing luggage for prisoners, so they are kept inside the cells.

33- Staff recruitment: It is still mostly directed by the state, and there are no prerequisites for
appointing cadres in prisons (in fact, they are general conditions of employment).

34- Foreigners: Although 47% of the sites confirmed the presence of foreigners, prison admin-
istrations do not have any foreign language capabilities (including English) to deal with them.

35- The third gender: 100% of prisons are not suitable for them.

36- Staff training: The newly hired employees are not participating in any training prior to their
start in 100% of prison locations.

37- Productivity Programs: Prison administrations are unable to utilize 100% of the prison’s pro-
ductivity.

38- Training Programs: Programs for training and teaching useful professions for prisoners are
not present in 100% of the sites.

39- Home leave: despite the fact that this right is included in the law of in Iraq, but JNP has re-
corded that 100% of the sites visited do not implement this legal article.

40- The meeting places with the families: 100% of prison sites do not provide a suitable place for
visits including conjugal visits.

41- Psychological disorder: 30% of the sites confirmed the presence of people suffering from
psychological disorders that they were suffering from when they were admitted, but there are
people who suffered from psychological disorders while they are serving their sentences, as
these were recorded in 100% of the prison sites.

42- Family meetings and legal (by Shari’a) seclusion: 100% of prison sites cannot provide a suit-
able place for family meetings and legal seclusion in prison sites that are managed by the cen-
tral government, except some occasions in the Kurdistan Region, despite the absence of a legal
article in this regard.

43- Act law:There is no act law relating to prison administrations in the Kurdistan Region to date.

44- Drugs: Drugs and pills classified as narcotic substances were seized in 27% of prison sites in
Iraq.

45- Rehabilitation Plans: no real rehabilitation and reform programs in 100% of prisons in Iraq,
as there must be alteration, rehabilitation and reforms programs in accordance with internation-
al standards.

46- Follow-up of the convicts after their release is not practiced at a rate of 100%.

47- Recidivism (return to crime, same or other): cases of were recorded in 100% of the visited sites,
and the most recurring cases according to the sequence are: drugs 63%, thefts 67%, prostitution
27%, murder 23%, terrorism 13% and begging 17%. However, JNP did not record any studies or
field research conducted to find out the real reasons for committing and/or returning to crimes.
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Field visits and follow-up of human rights conditions in prisons, detention centers and cor-
rectional facilities are among the most important activities of the project (improving hu-
man rights conditions for convicts and detainees in Iraq), which has been funded by the
Norwegian People’s Aid since 2016, and the project continues until the end of January. The
first is 2023.

And the results of our visit, which were recorded with all honesty and professionalism,
require us to communicate them to those concerned with following up and addressing
the recommendations and observations, so we had to individualize the recommenda-
tions and distribute them to the relevant authorities, as follows:

First - the recommendations of the Justice Network for Prisoners to the esteemed judicial
authority in Iraq and the Kurdistan Region of Iraq regarding matters pertaining to the judi-
ciary and judicial bodies:

We recommend the Judicial Council and Courts in Iraq and the Kurdistan Region of Iraq
with the following recommendations to contribute to organizing and reducing the burdens
on the shoulders of the ministries concerned with managing the file of prisons and correc-
tional facilities:

1- The presence of Public Prosecution departments is very necessary in all prisons and cor-
rectional facilities, because the Public Prosecution is considered the only judicial body that
must monitor human rights in prisons, correctional facilities, and detention and detention
centers.

2- Not resorting to detention as much as possible, and resorting to financial and personal
guarantees whenever possible, in order to deal with overcrowding in prisons and the exor-
bitant costs that the state spends on detainees, in addition to the security, health and social
problems that accompany detention.

3- Expediting the settlement of lawsuits, especially if the accused in the case is under arrest.

4- Resorting, as much as possible, to working on conditional release whenever possible,
because of its benefits in reducing overcrowding, expenses, and health, security, and social
problems.

5- Replacing custodial penalties with fines whenever possible.

6- Expanding the scope of applying the suspension of the execution of the penalty for crimes
that are not intentional and are not dangerous to the security of society.

7- The need to seriously deal with allegations of torture and ill-treatment, especially psy-
chological torture practiced on detainees, and to open investigation files and impose severe
penalties on the perpetrator of the crime of torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading treat-
ment, and to permanently remove the order of torture from his position or rank. With the
decision of material and moral compensation for the subjected to torture.

8- Not allowing the media to publish details of the crimes until a final judicial decision is is-
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sued in the matter, unless the judge allows it.

9- Holding media professionals accountable for publishing pictures of events and details of
their cases, in the best interest of the child.

10- The detainee must be treated with special treatment that is consistent with the principle
of presumption of innocence established in the Constitution and the laws in force.

11- Not imprisoning the insolvent debtor in implementation of Iraq’s obligations, as stated in
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, in which it is stated that it is imper-
missible to imprison debtors because of their inability to fulfill a treaty obligation.

12- Working to return the investigation file exclusively to the investigating judges and investi-
gators, and in cases of extreme necessity, taking into account the lack of expansion in Article
(50 / Paragraph B) of the Code of Criminal Procedure No. (23) For the year 1971, which states
that (the official shall be in the police station in the cases indicated in this Article and Article
(49) Investigator Authority).

13- Issuing special instructions to recite the rights of the accused before starting the inter-
rogation with him and not forcing him or coercing him to speak and start the investigation
except in the presence of the defense attorney or the accused refused to appoint a lawyer
and before the public prosecution.

14- Increasing the penalties for those involved in the crimes of smuggling narcotic substanc-
es into prisons and correctional facilities, including employees, guards and administrators in
that institution.

Second: The recommendations of the Justice Network for Prisoners to the esteemed Iraqi
Parliament and the esteemed Iraqi Kurdistan Parliament

We recommend the esteemed legislative authority in Irag and the Kurdistan Region of Iraq
to do the following:

1- The need to harmonize penal laws in accordance with international standards with regard
to the type, gender and duration of penalties, given the severity and extremism that charac-
terizes laws in the penalties prescribed in them, in order to be in line with Iraq’s obligations
under the international conventions it has ratified.

2- The creation of the position of (execution judge) to be a substitute for the general amnes-
ty and the special amnesty, which are considered a violation of the constitutional principle
that emphasizes the principle of (separation of powers) and that the general amnesty is the
interference of the legislative authority in matters of the judiciary, and the special amnesty
is considered an interference of the executive authority In matters of the judiciary, which we
do not find similar in most countries of the world, as is the case with us.

3- The need to include alternative punishments in national legislation because of their ad-
vantages in dealing with prison overcrowding, reducing expenditures on the state, benefit-
ing from the capabilities of people for the benefit of society, and not involving perpetrators
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of unintentional crimes with experienced persons in committing crimes, as well as preserv-
ing the social image of individuals in front of society.

4- Enacting special legislation or legal articles related to the health release system for people
who cannot be cured due to incurable diseases, or who suffer from two permanent disabili-
ties out of the three, or some diseases that a person cannot take care of himself.

5- Legislation of a legal article to address the legal situation of people who suffer from men-
tal illness after the decision of the verdict has acquired the final degree and during the pe-
riod of implementation of the judicial ruling, where the matter is outside the jurisdiction of
the judiciary after acquiring the final degree and the laws of the ministries concerned with
prison administrations, as well as the Public Prosecution Law came devoid of treatment This
matter.

6- The need to legislate a special law for the administration of correctional facilities in the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq.

7- The need to include the right to family reunion (legitimate privacy) for prisoners in legal
articles for those who are not included in the home leave of prisoners stipulated in the In-
mates and Depositors Reform Law No. 14 of 2018 / Chapter Nine / Home Leaves / in Articles
30, 31 and 32.

Third: Recommendations of the Justice Network for Prisoners to the esteemed executive
authority in Iraq and the Kurdistan Region of Iraq

To address the many problems inside prisons and correctional facilities, the esteemed Iraqi
government must take some decisions and do some things in order to address the condi-
tions for which international recommendations were received, whether from the United
Nations Human Rights Council or reports issued by international organizations, up to our
recommendations as the Justice Network for Prisoners Its member organizations are as
follows:

1- The need to build prisons and correctional facilities commensurate with population
growth and in all Iraqgi governorates (in order to address the problem of family visits to prison-
ers while they are in remote provinces due to the lack of prisons in their provinces). Its distance
from residential areas and high data that reveal what is inside the prisons (as well as the num-
ber of halls, ventilation, solarium, dining halls, building rooms to match the numbers that are
constantly rising, providing beds and sleeping requirements, and also taking into account the
requirements of people with special needs (for sleeping places, bathrooms, eating, and sports
games that are commensurate with his physical condition, and green spaces and playgrounds,
taking into account the quality of sports to suit the age and physical groups of prisoners), pro-
ductive workshops, reception halls for prisoners’ families, the necessary infrastructure for cor-
rectional and rehabilitation programs, places for family meetings and legal solitude, places for
keeping the luggage of each prisoner, as well as providing places Especially for meeting with
lawyers and building health centers that provide appropriate health and medical services, as
well as building special schools for prisoners, and taking into account the provision of the nec-
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essary prison space for each prisoner in accordance with international standards.

2- We recommend that the administrations of prisons and correctional facilities be completely
independent from each other, as we often see places where convicts are placed with detainees,
or adults with juveniles, as the correct administration is that there are independent depart-
ments for male and female detainees, and separate departments for women and men, and
departments for men and women. Independent juveniles and adults.

3- Women'’s prisons and correctional facilities should be managed by female cadres of admin-
istration, guards, and researchers (social and psychological).

4- Proper application in accordance with international standards in the matter of categorical
classification in order for prisons and reformatories to be correctional institutions.

5- Opening educational workshops for useful professions and trades, including repairing elec-
tronic devices, cars, refrigeration and air conditioning, and building small projects that are com-
patible with the development in the fields of trade, industry and other professions.

6- Prison administrations must provide personal hygiene supplies such as water for washing,
cooking and drinking, as well as providing detergents, sterilizers and barbers for men’s prisons
and the equivalent for women’s prisons.

7- Periodically cleaning the halls, cells and rooms and spraying them with pesticides and fresh-
eners because the prisoners stay for long periods inside the rooms and halls while keeping their
clothes and necessities with them, causing the emission of foul odors.

8- It is very necessary for prison administrations to have special clothes in different colors to
separate the different prison categories, and to have special numbers for each inmate or de-
positor.

9- Prison administrations should prepare prisons and reformatories in the three meals, taking
into account the calories, quality of food, fruits and canned food that are served to the prison-
ers, taking into account the special foods of people who suffer from diseases that prevent them
from eating normally, or those with some allergies, taking into account their health conditions,
and that is based on By placing special clauses in the food contracts concluded with the con-
tracting parties.

10- Preventing people from bringing food and sweets when visiting, or examining these mate-
rials carefully, because our information indicates that a large percentage of smuggling of narcot-
ics, weapons, or money is through these things.

11- Monitoring the prices of commodities and materials in the shops in prisons, because they
are often sold at high prices compared to the prices of those materials abroad.

12- We recommend that prison administrations organize internal competitions, even if they are
at the level of directorates affiliated with the Ministry. It is a humanitarian gesture and is part
of rebuilding people within the program of correction and reform.

13- We recommend the Ministry of Justice to provide more medical and health services than
what is currently available, as prisons and correctional facilities lack many necessary things,
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and we mention them, for example, the absence of specialized doctors or even practitioners
and the small number of health cadres in locations that have health centers and the lack of Or
the lack of provision of medicines, especially for chronic diseases, as well as women’s services
and children’s health services, and the lack of a lot of examination equipment, especially for
gynecological diseases, care for pregnant women, postpartum care, medical services for new-
borns in women’s correctional facilities, and also a severe lack of laboratory tests and Many
other things that are considered primary medical services.

14- We also recommend that the Ministry of Health give special importance to the issue of
communicable and infectious diseases in prisons and correctional facilities, given that they are
a suitable environment for the spread of epidemiological, allergic, skin, respiratory, urinary
tract, syphilis and other transitional diseases, as well as providing quarantines for some cases.
Health that requires isolation from others by a decision of a specialist, with the Public Prosecu-
tion notified of that.

15- We recommend the Ministry of Health to pay attention to the psychological aspect of pris-
oners during their entry and during the period of implementation of the judicial ruling, and to
provide psychological and mental health services in prisons and correctional facilities.

16- Prison administrations should pay attention to the problems of verbal violence practiced
by staff on prisoners, whose impact on prisoners is no less than physical violence, as it causes
administrative and security problems, as most prisoners complain of abuse that is practiced on
them, such as harsh treatment, contempt, and hurtful words. In general, they are crimes with
integrated elements and elements from a legal point of view.

17- Prison administrations should cooperate and coordinate with academic and judicial au-
thorities, especially the Public Prosecution, to study the reasons for the high number of people
who commit suicide in prisons in order to find out the real reasons, because in the end, it is the
administrations that are accused of killing people, even if the case is suicide.

18- We recommend the ministries concerned with managing the files of prison administrations
to study the causes of escape, which have become recorded in many prison sites, to identify
the points of imbalance and weakness, and to address the matter, especially since prison sites
are mostly close to residential neighborhoods and pose great risks to the security of citizens,
especially if the prisoner Whoever succeeds in escaping is a dangerous criminal.

19- We suggest the ministries concerned with prison administration and correctional facilities
not to resort to the quarantine penalty whenever there are other penalties due to the negative
effects on prisoners from a physical and psychological point of view.

20- It is very necessary for prison administrations to print (rights and obligations) for inmates



Seventh Annual Report of Justices Network Prisoners about Human Rights Situation in Prisons Reformatories & Detention Centers in Iraq

and depositors and to hang them on the walls and explain them to them so that prisoners do
not have the excuse of not being aware of any violation they commit. It is also necessary for
foreigners to understand these rights and obligations.

21- Communicating and communicating with the outside world is one of the rights stipulated
in international conventions and the laws in force. Therefore, the ministries concerned with
prison management must provide the necessary lines and sufficient numbers for prisoners and
allow them to communicate with their families, and for foreigners to contact their embassies,
consulates and representatives.

22- Home leave is one of the rights mentioned in the Inmates and Depositors Reform Law No.
14 of 2018 / Chapter Nine / Home Leaves / in Articles 30, 31 and 32, but it is not activated in the
way that benefits the largest number of prisoners due to the large number of exceptions, and
here we urge The concerned authorities should reduce and simplify the procedures as much as
possible so that more prisoners can enjoy them.

23- Most of the foreigners in prisons have a problem of communicating and informing their
embassies and consulates, so it is necessary to find mechanisms to facilitate the process of
communication and communication with the embassies.

24- Libraries, books, newspapers, and magazines for different age groups and for different cul-
tural levels and religions must be available in libraries that must be present in all prisons and
correctional facilities, and even inmates and consignees should be encouraged to read, and it
is very necessary to organize cultural activities about this.

25- The article on receiving collectibles, jewelry, watches and rings is not detailed. Explanatory
instructions must be issued to prisons to determine what can be kept by prisoners and what
cannot, and the administration must receive and put them in safe deposit boxes.

26- The content of Article (57) of the Law No. 14 of 2018 for the Reform of Inmates and Depos-
itors, which stipulates that (the Iraqi Prisons and Juvenile Reform Service shall notify the rela-
tives of the inmate, the detainee, and the detainee in cases of transfer, death, serious illness,
or serious injury, or in the event that he is transferred to mental hospital, and in any case the
department must notify any other person specified by the inmate, depositor, or detainee).

27- The prison administrations must deal seriously with every prisoner’s statement that they
have been subjected to torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment, and deal with any
allegations as serious, and they must inform the judicial authorities about them.

28- The prison administrations must take the necessary precautions so as not to expose the
prisoners to the world during their transfer (back and forth) to the courts and hospitals from
the eyes of people, especially women and juveniles.

29-Theemployeeswhoareappointedtoworkinprisonsandcorrectionalfacilitiesmustmeetspecial
conditionsinadditiontothegeneralconditionsofemployment,andappointasufficientnumberthat
iscommensuratewiththenumberofinmatesanddepositorsfromallcategoriesofemployees,and
they mustalsobetrained ontheirtasksin prisonsand correctionalfacilities before they start work.
30- The task of the social researcher and the psychological researcher is very sensitive and very
dangerous, so it is necessary to prepare the appropriate ground to carry out his job duties and
provide an environment conducive to the implementation of his reform and rehabilitation pro-
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grams for the inmates, and more than that, the number of researchers must be proportional to
the number of inmates and inmates. With him, the researcher can carry out his tasks as best as
possible (i.e. the number of prisoners per researcher does not exceed 50 in order to be able to
deal with them) and their work (i.e. the work of the social and psychological researcher) must
be based on instructions and regulations with clear features and features and not to leave any
Something for the researcher’s estimates and jurisprudence, and the detail should be com-
prehensive (the convict’s reception program / reform and rehabilitation program during the
sentence period / community reintegration program / aftercare program).

31- Encouraging social and psychological researchers to work in prisons and correctional facil-
ities through allocations and bonuses and increasing salary rates as serious allowances due to
the seriousness of their tasks.

32- It is very necessary to have external inspections in all locations, similar to the internal in-
spections that affect all prisons, correctional facilities and detention centers.

33- Surveillance of prisoners inside the halls, corridors, playrooms, dining halls, and other plac-
es is very necessary in terms of security, so we stress the need for high-resolution surveillance
cameras in all places except what is prohibited by law.

34- Classification is one of the most important elements of reform and rehabilitation programs,
so the state must prepare the ground and requirements for the implementation of class classi-
fication in accordance with international standards, which requires the presence of buildings,
halls, and rooms in line with the numbers of inmates and depositors.

35- There is a special category whose presence has been recorded in prisons, and they are
(sexual identity disorder). These need special care and special places of detention. Prison ad-
ministrations must take into account their situation.

36- Prison administrations should implement a system of privileges and rewards that would
encourage inmates to be disciplined and committed.

37- The ministries concerned with prison management must find job opportunities for inmates
that are commensurate with their legal status, considerations of gender, age, academic and so-
cial standing, health status and ability of inmates, especially inmates who were breadwinners
for families before sentencing.

38- Finding production workshops and laboratories whose products can be marketed in the
markets, even if they are in partnership with the private sector and encouraging investors to
implement investment projects that depend on the labor force in prisons and correctional fa-
cilities.

39- Opening schools for compulsory stages in all prisons and correctional facilities, while pro-
viding assistance to other students enrolled in institutes and colleges, encouraging inmates

to continue their studies (whether they are Iraqis or foreigners) and rewarding them for their
passage from each academic year.

40- Securing the appropriate ground of financial allocations and specialized cadres in the field
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of organizing recreational and cultural activities, social relations, rehabilitation, and aftercare.

41- Organizing cultural programs, competitions and artistic activities with other institutions on
a regular basis.

42- Prison administrations, in cooperation with social researchers and the Public Prosecutor,
must carry out field research and studies to find out the reasons for the increase in the spread
of drugs and the sources of trafficking in them, in order to reach programs to combat this crim-
inal phenomenon.

Dear reader

It is worth mentioning that this report, which includes a presentation and conveying of the
reality of human rights in prisons and reformatories in Iraq for the year 2022, is based on the
results of JNP visits, as well as the international and national evaluation through the recom-
mendations that JNP referred to previously from the Human Rights Council, as well as the
reports of countries and also the reports of international organizations, local organizations, re-
ports of judicial bodies, independent bodies, and media reports indicate that the human rights
conditions in prisons are still of concern, despite of the national plans for human rights and the
promises of the Iragi government to work on these problems, the problems still exist, and if
there was a partial change here and there, the prison file and the observations are still serious
and need continuous work.

And when you read the observations made in this report and compare them with the observa-
tions made in our reports for previous years, you will find that there are four positions regard-
ing the axes mentioned in the report:

1- You find that there are things that have undergone clear changes and improved.

2- You find there are things that have not been worked on at all.

3- You find that things have got worse and worse.

4- You will find that there are new issues in our report for this year compared to previous years.

This means that work in prisons and correctional facilities still needs to be monitored, docu-
mented, written reports, and followed up with the three authorities in Iraq. You will find all our
reports for previous years published on our following website (www.jnpirag.info).




